Angiomatous tumours causing visual disturbances are well known (Reese, 1963) . The tumour may be isolated (mainly in the orbit and choroid), or it may be a manifestation of von Hippel's disease (in the retina and on the optic disc), Sturge-Weber's disease (in the choroid and intracranial), or Coats's disease (in the retina). Angiomatous tumours of the optic nerve are extremely rare. This communication presents an intracranial optic nerve angioblastoma found by chance at necropsy 23 years after the onset of visual disturbances which led to unilateral optic atrophy.
Case report A 43-year-old man with a history of bronchial asthma, maxillary sinusitis, and osteomyelitis of the femoral bone entered the University Eye Clinic in I949 for investigation of a swollen right optic disc associated with decreasing visual acuity. Headaches and a feeling of pressure in the right eye had been his main complaints in the last 6 months before admission. The visual 
Termination
In I972, 23 years after the onset of the visual disturbances, the patient died in cardiac failure. During his last illness an ophthalmoscopic examination showed total atrophy of the right optic nerve while the left eye was normal.
Necropsy* A tumour of the right optic nerve was noted about 4 mm. in front of the optic chiasm measuring I I X 9 mm. There was marked optic atrophy of the right optic nerve. The surface of the tumour showed tortuous blood vessels (Fig. i, (FigS 2 and 3) . The highly vascularized tumour contained clusters of endothelial cells form-ing small spaces (Fig. 4) 
Discussion
Angiomatous tumours of the optic nerve are most frequently described in the optic disc (Vogel, I965; Darr, Hughes, and McNair, I966; Walsh and Hoyt, I969; 197I) , and are usually regarded as manifestation of von Hippel's disease. We have found one report of an intraorbital optic nerve angioma (Schneider, 1942) and one of an intracranial optic nerve angioma (Verga, 1930) . Both were attributed to von Hippel-Lindau disease. In fact the case described by Verga (1930) 
